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She took Sagami's hands impulsively. At this last minute of their
contact, they wept hand in hand without restraint.
Sobbing, Okiku said: "It's the night of the Asakusa Kwannon cele-
bration, that's why I planned to leave the house tonight. I prayed to
the Goddess of Mercy especially that on my departure I should keep
my temper and not have any harsh words with you. Now, you speak
kindly to me." She looked affectionately into Sagami's eyes. "Sagami,
I'll never forget your kind words tonight. You are remarkably healthy,
but your advanced age shows plainly. Please take care of yourself.
Forgive my shortcomings and rude conduct. Whenever you want my
company, just call me. After all, we've lived together a long time-"
Okiku wept loudly.
Sagami, dazed, murmured: "Come to see the Princess' wedding. It's
set for the luckiest day next spring. She'll miss you."
Through the calmness of the night soft easterly winds brought the
sounds of the Asakusa Temple's bells to their ears.
"If these peace terms are announced, the people will be resentful
against the Katsura Cabinet, eh, Ito? Premier Katsura is directly respon-
sible, in any case." Genro Inouye spoke wearily.
His arms folded, Genro Ito replied: "No doubt about that—not only
Katsura, but we, too, will be blamed by the people. The peace
conference between the Nipponese and the Russian delegates has been
going on at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, since early August, through
the good oflGices of President Roosevelt. Our chief delegate, Baron
Komura, I'm sure, has tried hard, but Count Witte, the Russian rep-
resentative, was too clever for him."
"Should the public find out we don't get a penny for our one billion,
five hundred million yen direct military expenditure, the people will
just explode—" Inouye's eyes widened.
Another Genro, Field Marshal Yamagata, said: "Ah, let's face the
facts- We must terminate the war sometime. It's the best opportunity.
We can't march on to Siberia, not to speak of the Russian capital. I
talked over the conditions in Manchuria with Marshal Oyama when I
went there a month ago. We are in no position to continue hostili-
ties-"
"Saionji constantly warned us not to over-emphasize our victories-
he was right-but here we are," was Ito's mournful remark.
"Well, Ito, the Seiyukai Party will take this opportunity and attack
the Katsura Cabinet, will it not?" Inouye asked.

